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JAMES GRAY, 1927-2005

I knew that the knowledge successful teachers had gained 
through their experience and practice in the classroom was 
not tapped, sought after, shared, or for the most part, even 
known about.  I knew also that if there was ever going to be 
reform in American education, it was going to take place in 
the nation’s classrooms.  And because teachers—and no one 
else—were in those classrooms, I knew that for reform to 
succeed, teachers had to be at the center.  It became a 
burning issue with me that teachers were not seen as the key 
players in reform or as true experts on what went on in their 
classrooms.

James Gray, from Teachers at The Center

Jim Gray was first and foremost a teacher: a middle school teacher in Watertown, Wisconsin, a 
high school English teacher in San Leandro, California, and a composition teacher and English 
credential supervisor in the UC Berkeley Graduate School of Education. 

What Jim will be long remembered and honored for is founding the Bay Area Writing Project, the 
California Writing Project, and the National Writing Project. What began in 1974 with 25 teachers 
attending the first summer institute at UC Berkeley has grown to 16 California Writing Project 
sites and almost 180 National Writing Project sites. What began with a single program in greater 
San Francisco has become a California network that every year provides nearly 2,000 programs, 
which when combined with the national network, totals 6,000 programs for teachers of all grade 
levels, across multiple disciplines. Jim’s vision of a new professional development model—
successful classroom teachers sharing and demonstrating their expertise in the teaching of 
writing with their colleagues—is now the nation’s premier professional development program.  

That the California Writing Project continues to thrive after 40 years is because it has taken 
seriously Jim’s conviction that the Writing Project is not a person but an idea. That idea was first 
Jim’s. It grew out of his steadfast, unwavering belief in teachers—their knowledge and expertise, 
their potential to make an academic difference for all students, their professional power to make 
lasting change in the schools with greatest needs. In fact, he often said that any educational 
reform movement that did not have dedicated teachers at the core was doomed from the start.  
Jim’s simple but powerful idea is now the foundation, the bedrock, of the California Writing 
Project. 

Jim’s legacy is staggering. If the California Writing Project has served at least 15,000 teachers a 
year for the last 40 years—and for most years, that number has been closer to 35,000—and the 
National Writing Project serves four times that number annually, just imagine the numbers of 
teachers and, just as important, the astounding numbers of students Jim has influenced.  
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OVERVIEW OF PRE-CONVENTION EVENTS 

T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  2 0 1 4  
Event Time Room                                                                                !
Registration Open 8:00 A.M. Golden Foyer                                                                                           

Introductions/Morning Workshop 9:00-10:15 A.M. Pacific Ballroom Salons 2 & 3                                                  

Round A Workshop Sessions 10:30-11:45 A.M. Pacific Salons 4, 5, 6, & 7                                                        

Luncheon Workshop 11:50 A.M.-1:20 P.M. Pacific Ballroom Salons 2 & 3                                                                  

Round B Workshop Sessions 1:25-2:40 P.M. Pacific Salons 4, 5, 6, & 7                                                              

Round C Workshop Sessions 2:45-4:00 P.M. Pacific Salons 4, 5, 6, & 7                                                             

1 2 3 4

Supporting 
English Learners 

Pacific Salon 4

Writing and 
Feedback 

Pacific Salon 5

Critical Reading and 
Academic Writing 
Pacific Salon 6

Upstanders, Not 
Bystanders 

Pacific Salon 7!
A
!
Building the Capacity for 
All Students to Write and 
Structure Arguments 
by Susan Minnicks

!
In Your Own Words: A 
Writing Workshop For 
Teachers  
by Edna Shoemaker

!
Clarity of Thought: 
Contemplating History 
through Critical Reading 
and Writing 
by Kelly Hillesland and 
Heidi Painter

!
Upstanders, Not 
Bystanders—Risky 
Business:  Standing Up 
for Social Justice 
by Marlene Carter

!
B
!
Americanization and 
Success 
by Norma Mota-Altman

!
Formative Assessment 
Connects Past, Present, and 
Future Teaching and Learning 
by Robin Lilly

!
Infographics, Text Sets, and 
Close Reading 
by Kate Hicks and 
Jason Torres-Rangel

!
Upstanders, Not 
Bystanders: Blending 
Genres in Argument 
by Liz Harrington!

C
!
This I Believe: Student Choice 
Inspires Student Voice; Using 
Podcasts to Enhance Digital 
Storytelling in Middle School 
by Janet Ilko

!
Digital Teaching, Writing, 
and Feedback 
by Tera Brandt

!
Using Mentor Texts to 
Facilitate Students’ 
Academic Writing 
by Nancy Pace-Skinner and 
Erika Wanczuk

!
What Makes an 
Upstander? An 
Introduction to Blogging 
for Positive Change 
by Amy McMillan 
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What Can We Learn from Our Favorite Teachers of Writing? Process 
Writing and Genre 
Tim Dewar, Director, South Coast Writing Project, UC Santa Barbara 
Writing Project sites played a crucial role in developing and spreading process-oriented writing instruction over 
the past 40 years. More recently, CWP sites have played a similar role in promoting genre-oriented instruction. 
This workshop will provide an opportunity for writers to experience both and be an argument for an effective 
approach to Common Core era writing instruction. 
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MORNING WORKSHOP

ROUND A WORKSHOP
A1. Building the Capacity for All Students to Write and Structure Arguments 
Susan Minnicks, Muirlands Middle School; Teacher Consultant, San Diego Area Writing Project 
Confronting the many constraints that threaten our efficacy in the classroom, I’ll show how I used shared 
reading, mentor texts, and collaborative research and writing to support all students in writing hybrid 
researched arguments on topics of climate change and the environment. We'll consider ways in which 
language minority students can assimilate the "moves" writers make rhetorically and linguistically to structure 
their arguments and essays. Mentor texts as whole texts, not just as craft moves, will be the focus, in particular 
as a strategy for abandoning the 5-PP "essay." 

A2. In Your Own Words: A Writing Workshop For Teachers  
Edna Shoemaker, Norwood Middle School; Teacher Consultant, Area 3 Writing Project 
Please join us as we celebrate the process and craft of our own writing! While the content of this session may 
be modified for student and classroom use, the focus of this writing workshop for teachers is your own 
writing and the process of it. We will explore a variety of strategies and genres and provide time for writing 
as we examine the gifts of experience and inspiration, and the use of writing for reflection, clarity and 
celebration. We’ll think together about why teacher writing is important for teaching CCSS writing genres 
and for examining complex issues such as Upstanders, Not Bystanders. Please bring paper, pen, laptop or 
whatever materials support your writing. 

A3. Clarity of Thought: Contemplating History through Critical Reading and Writing 
Kelly Hillesland, Vista del Lago High School; Teacher Consultant, Area 3 Writing Project and 
Heidi Painter, Vista del Lago High School; Teacher Consultant, Area 3 Writing Project 
As secondary teachers, we are always looking for ways to amp up our students’ analytical writing and foster 
writing across the curriculum. Accepting an invitation to participate in a weeklong institute at the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C. this past summer allowed us to address both. This session builds on what we 
learned and provides an interdisciplinary study of the links between reading, critical thinking, historical 
investigation, discussion, and writing. We will also share the many resources available from the Library of 
Congress as online source material for teachers of all subject areas. 

A4. Upstanders, Not Bystanders—Risky Business:  Standing Up for Social Justice 
Marlene Carter, Dorsey High School Math/Science and Technology Magnet; Teacher Consultant, 
UCLA Writing Project 
In this Common Core-informed workshop we will explore a writing sequence that allows students to analyze 
and respond to print and digital texts on an issue. Drawing on personal narratives, students connect their 
experiences in standing up for themselves or others with historical and current examples such as the Freedom 
Riders and Malala. Students then write an analytical essay that examines the benefits and risks of being an 
upstander. The workshop includes specific instructional strategies that prepare students to read, write, and 
think analytically. We will also share ways to design similar writing sequences on other issue-based topics. 
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B1. Americanization and Success 
Norma Mota-Altman, San Gabriel High School; Teacher Consultant, UCLA Writing Project 
What does it mean to be Americanized? To be successful? After a brief discussion on these topics, I will share 
what my ESL students shared with me. Many students believe that "the more Americanized you are, the more 
successful you will be.” After many discussions and quick writes, my students were asked to write an essay on 
this topic. Come listen to their voices as they write about what the Common Core describes as "argument 
writing" on a topic that commands their interest and thoughtful response. 

B2. Formative Assessment Connects Past, Present, and Future Teaching and Learning 
Robin Lilly, Newbury Park High School; Teacher Consultant, Cal State Northridge Writing Project 
After a brief discussion on the function of formative assessment, participants will discover ways to employ 
formative assessment practices in writing-centered classrooms. Multiple tools for improving feedback 
efficacy and tracking student progress will be shared, including digital tools——turnitin.com, voice recorder 
HD, and Google Drive—paper work processes, and specific types of assignments. Come learn about how to 
make your teaching have more deliberate, positive impact on student progress.  

B3. Infographics, Text Sets, and Close Reading 
Kate Hicks, Locke High School; Teacher Consultant, UCLA Writing Project and Jason Torres-
Rangel, UCLA Community School; Teacher Consultant, UCLA Writing Project 
This session will help teachers imagine using infographics to synthesize text sets through close reading. It 
aligns to Common Core expectations for multigenre reading and writing and supports students to think and 
write analytically. We will include student exemplars, community outreach extensions, and considerations for 
English learners. 

B4. Upstanders, Not Bystanders: Blending Genres in Argument 
Liz Harrington, Jefferson Middle School; Teacher Consultant, UCI Writing Project 
Utilizing multiple sources of information and mentor texts, students learn how writers of editorials and other 
argument-based texts, blend genres to create concise and thoughtful opinion pieces. Students learn to 
formulate an argument by incorporating elements of narrative and informative writing to present and 
support a claim.

Networks and Delivery: How Digital Networks Change Argumentation 
Tom Fox, Professor of Composition, CSU, Chico; California and National Writing Projects 
Using real-life examples and student work, we will examine how arguments travel in and through networks of 
people and what happens to them as they move. Social media has increased the speed at which discourse 
travels and vastly expanded students' and ordinary citizens' ability to reach larger and larger audiences. At the 
same time that access to digital media expands, economic inequality—the gap between the rich and the poor—
is greater than at any time in our country's history. This dis-correlation should disturb us. Expanding audiences 
and new velocities of communication bring urgent responsibilities for the use of our words and images: ever-
vigilant resistance to the further commodification of the internet, keen attention to innovative forms of 
persuasion, openness to new designs for argumentation, classroom practices that respect and extend 
students’ aspirations, and new strategies for democratic action. 

LUNCHEON WORKSHOP
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ROUND B WORKSHOP
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ROUND C WORKSHOPS
C1. This I Believe: Student Choice Inspires Student Voice; Using 
Podcasts to Enhance Digital Storytelling in Middle School 
Janet Ilko, Cajon Valley Middle School; Teacher Consultant, San Diego Area Writing Project  
In this session participants will discover ways to use podcasting as one vehicle to enhance student oral and 
written language development. Using NPR’s This I Believe as mentor text, my students created informative 
podcasts sharing their personal life lessons. These podcasts are part of our student generated digital 
portfolios. Participants will receive CCSS-informed lesson plans and resources for how to use podcasting and 
digital portfolios in their classroom effectively, including ideas from Crafting Digital Writing, Composing Texts 
Across Media and Genre by Troy Hicks and materials from the NPR website. 

C2. Digital Teaching, Writing, and Feedback 
Tera Brandt, Modesto Unified School District; Teacher Consultant, UC Merced Writing Project 
Can digital composing and feedback raise rigor and increase student engagement? Follow my digital teaching 
journey as I relate the pluses and minuses of using Google Drive, Edmodo, Collaborize Classroom, and 
Schoolwires to teach Common Core-informed writing and also support teacher and peer feedback. Examples 
of student work are included for each of the online platforms listed. 

C3. Using Mentor Texts to Facilitate Students’ Academic Writing 
Nancy Pace-Skinner, Murray High School; Teacher Consultant, San Marcos Writing Project and 
Erika Wanczuk, La Costa Canyon High School; Teacher Consultant, San Marcos Writing Project 
Participants will explore a variety of mentor texts and learn how to use them in different ways to satisfy the 
Common Core writing, reading, and language standards. Participants will leave with practical ideas to create 
Common Core-aligned lessons in reading, writing, and language. Emphasis will be on the writing standards, 
but reading and language standards will also be addressed. 

C4. What Makes an Upstander? An Introduction to Blogging for Positive Change 
Amy McMillan, Goleta Valley Junior High School; Teacher Consultant, South Coast Writing Project 
See how we launched our Upstanders, Not Bystanders project through observational writing about upstanders, 
including fictional characters (Cherry from The Outsiders) and real-life examples (Rosa Parks, Malala Yousafzi). 
Next, students created the first in a series of “upstanding” blog posts using Kidblog.org. Final blog posts will 
include student arguments—in print and nonprint form—for making positive change in our school or 
community. Participants in this session will get tips on how to safely introduce blogging to young adolescent 
writers and strategies for teaching essential skills such, using hyperlinks, adding citations to images, and 
replying to other writers with positive feedback. !
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