
	  

Join your colleagues for 
a day of discussion, 
collaboration, and 
inspiration at our kick-off 
composition workshop.  
Participate in two 
dynamic sessions and 
stay for an optional 
planning lunch. 

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 23RD 
8:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 
Workshop Sessions 

Salazar Hall, Room TBD 
 

12:15-1:30 P.M. 
Brown Bag Planning Lunch 

(Optional) 

REGISTER 
ONLINE 

 
http://tinyurl.com/qaedbma 

 

Sponsored by the Sonoma State English Department, the Bay Area Writing Project and the School of Arts & Humanities. 



 
Keynote Presentation: 	  
Atheists, Cheerleaders, Cancer Survivors, and the Just Plain Bored: 
Making the Transition from High School to College Writing. 
  
So many of our students struggle with the first essay they are asked to write in college.  Part of our job is to create 
what one colleague calls “life-jacketed assignments” – ones that send students into possible deeper, more 
challenging waters, but ones in which they are unlikely to flounder. This transitional assignment asks students to 
start by considering groups they belong to – whether by choice, birth, or accident – and develop an essay that is 
informed initially by personal experience but later by, interviews, research, and consideration of how that group is 
depicted in the media.  By starting with something they know well (their group), they have the opportunity to reflect 
more deeply in conversation and in their writing.  
  
  
Laury Fischer started his 41st year of teaching this year.  He taught high school for nearly twenty-years, co-directed 
the Bay Area Writing Project, and has been teaching English at Diablo Valley College since 1991.  He has taught in 
Greece, Japan, the Virgin Islands, but mostly, and most importantly, in California. He spent this summer teaching in 
China where those students will have an entirely different experience making the transition from high school to 
college writing. 
   
Session 2:  Exploring how Academic English Works:  “Mining” Our Texts for Linguistic Gold 
  
As composition teachers we need to understand the linguistic features that make academic language difficult for our 
students, both as readers and writers.  We also need effective strategies for “unpacking” this complexity and 
providing students access to academic texts.   This session will deepen your understanding of several key linguistic 
features of academic writing as well as provide you with strategies for "mining" texts for useful elements of 
academic language. 
  
Greta Vollmer is Professor of English Education and Applied Linguistics in the English Department at Sonoma 
State University.  She also serves as Director of the Bay Area Writing Project (UC Berkeley School of Education), 
founding site of the National Writing Project, where she is engaged in promoting teachers’ professional development 
in the teaching of writing.  


